St. Andrew’s Anglican
College
The Senior Phase –
The Queensland
Certificate of Education

What is the Queensland Certificate of
Education (QCE)?
• The Queensland Certificate of Education
is a broad-based school qualification
awarded to young people who have
achieved a significant amount of learning
at a set standard and have met certain
literacy and numeracy requirements.
• The QCE is your passport to move
confidently from school to work, training,
and further education.
Who will be the first to get the new
qualification?
• From 2006, students in Year 10 began
working towards the Queensland
Certificate of Education. It replaces the
Senior Certificate for this cohort onwards.
• The first QCEs were awarded to Year 12
students in 2008 achieving 20 credits in
the required pattern at the required
standard, and meeting the literacy and
numeracy requirements. Your students
will be the fourth cohort to achieve this.

Why is there a different senior school
certificate?
The QCE is different from the Senior
Certificate it replaces because:
• it recognises a broad range of learning
including learning in the workplace and
the community
• it is flexible and can be completed over
different periods of time
• it sends a positive and clear message
that you have achieved a significant
amount of learning, including literacy and
numeracy.
• The QCE is needed because from 2006
all young people must have completed
Year 10 and then take part in further
education and/or training for two years
(government legislation).
• It is important that young people who are
not planning to go to university — about
70% — have a qualification that
providers of further education and
training and employers value and
respect.

What is the difference between the
QCE and the Senior Statement?
• The Senior Statement is a record of
all your learning achievements
banked to your Learning Account. It
records the details of where and
when the learning took place and
the level of your achievement.
• The QCE, on the other hand, is
awarded only when a specified
study pattern has been achieved,
that is at least 20 credits including
completed courses of study at a set
standard and a literacy and
numeracy requirement.

What study pattern will I need to
follow to be awarded the QCE?

• The study pattern for the QCE
includes requirements for a
significant amount of learning, at a
set standard, and meeting literacy
and numeracy standards.
To be awarded the QCE, you:
• must complete between 12 and 20
credits from core courses of study
• may include up to 8 credits from a
combination of core, preparatory,
enrichment or advanced courses
• must meet the literacy and
numeracy requirements.
• THE MAJORITY OF SAAC
STUDENTS WILL STUDY 5 OR 6
AUTHORITY SUBJECTS TO A
SATISFACTORY STANDARD,
THUS OBTAINING THEIR QCE

What learning options count towards the
QCE?
• The QCE recognises a broad range of learning
options. This means you can design a study
pattern to match your career goals.
• The learning options include:
• Authority and Authority-registered subjects (we
currently don’t offer any Authority-registered
subjects)
• subjects taken in the Senior External Examination
(not available)
• VET Certificates I–IV, diploma or advanced
diploma courses (VET Hospitality, embedded
VET certificates in BCT and ITS)
• school-based traineeships and apprenticeships
• tailored training programs (not available)
• international learning programs
• university courses/subjects/units (i.e. Headstart)
And:
• employment skills development programs
• re-engagement programs
• recognised certificates or awards
• negotiated workplace, community or self-directed
projects
• structured workplace learning.

To be awarded the QCE do I have to
attain Sound Achievement in all my
school subjects?
• The set standard for credit in Authority
and Authority-registered subjects is at
least Sound Achievement.
• When you acquire 20 credits in the study
pattern and have met the literacy and
numeracy requirements, you will be
awarded a QCE.
• However, in a program of study
consisting solely of Authority and/or
Authority-registered subjects, provided
you have acquired 16 credits and 12 of
these are from completed subjects (i.e. 4
semesters), you can count a maximum of
four semesters at Limited Achievement
from partly completed subjects toward the
achievement of a QCE.

When is the QCE awarded?
• For most young people, the QCE
will be awarded at the end of the
year they complete Year 12.
What happens if I don’t have
enough credits for a QCE by the
end of Year 12?
• A key feature of the new system is
that your Learning Account remains
open until you have enough credits
banked for the award of the QCE.
• This means you keep open your
option of achieving a QCE at a later
date. To do this you can undertake
some more learning or continue
your studies in an incomplete
course.

